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ALFREDS MILTING

PROFESSOR PETERIS SNIKERS - PHYSICIAN AND
PATRON OF ART

Professor Péteris Snikers was an outstanding physician, a general, a professor
and a scientist. He was a well-known worker in society, a patron of the arts,
and a founding member of the student fraternity Fraternitas Metropolitana.
Snikers' name has been mentioned frequently in various periodicals|3, 38, 42,
49, 52, 59]. However, some specific periods of his life and work need
additional investigation. The full character of this versatile and active
personality has not yet been properly studied.

Snikers was born on November 25 (December 7), 1875 in the "Kazbuli"
farmstead of a rural area near Skulte. He was the eldest of eight children
in the family of the district elder, Martins Snikers, himself a descendant of
Barenti, and the former Trine Draudina. Martins Snikers owned a
farmstead called "MeZgaili* in the Skulte district, but "Kazbuli" belonged
to Trine Draudina's father.

Baron Freytag von Loringhoven had organized a private school on his
estate for the education of his son and other children of noble birth. After
finishing a parish school, Péteris Snikers, as son of the district elder, also
studied there for a short while. These studies gave Snikers the chance to
enter the Nikolai | Gymnasium in Riga, from which he was graduated
with a gold medal. This, in turn, helped him to become an undergraduate
at the Imperial Military Academy of Medicine in St.Petersburg. He studied
there from 1896 to 1901 and was graduated with honors. Following a
competition, he was allowed to continue his studies in dermatovenero-
logy at the Institute of Academy Doctors Training. By 1901 Snikers was
performing clinical residency duties under the guidance of T.Pavlov
(1860—1932), the head of the clinic for dermatology and syphilology.
Snikers joined the Russian association of syphilologists and dermatolo-
gists, and while continuing his clinical work, he managed to complete the
examinations for an MD degree. In 1902 Snikers was sent to Berlin for six
months of training so that he might receive experience in research centers
and clinics. He also visited Vienna and Paris, becoming acquainted with
the work of many well-known professionals, including the world-famous
syphilologist Alfred Fournier (1832—1914) [38, 52, 59].
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